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WE HOLD TWO MEETINGS 

EACH MONTH 
 

DAY MEETING 

 
Date: 2nd Tuesday of the month 

except November, December 
 and January. 

 

Time: 10.30am 
 

Venue: Field Naturalists Hall, 
1 Gardenia St, Blackburn. 

(Melway 47K10) 

 
EVENING MEETING 

 

Date: 4th Wednesday of the month, 
except December and January. 

 

Time: 7.45pm 
 

Venue: Knox Park Primary School, 
Kathryn Rd, Knoxfield. 

(Melway 73 C3) 
 

 
 
 

 
Combined 

Newsletters 
2020 

 
JUNE 

- 
JULY 

 
 

ENQUIRIES 

 

Email: foothills@apsvic.org.au 
 

 
 

 FOOTHILLS  
FACEBOOK PAGE 

 
www.facebook.com/apsfoothills 

 

 
VISITORS WELCOME! 

 
 

APS Foothills Inc. A0013126K  

http://www.facebook.com/apsfoothills
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DAY MEETING 
and 

EVENING MEETING 
 
 

Cancelled until further notice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brachyscome multifida… constantly in flower at my 
front door and constantly a joy! 

(Photo: Janet Hodgkiss) 

 
 
Foothills Facebook Page 

 
www.facebook.com/apsfoothills 

 

Hi Everyone, 
 

Hope you’re all keeping well and that you have 
been, and still are, coping with the various lockdown 
restrictions. At the start of the lockdown I came 
across this: 2020 is a unique Leap Year. It has 29 
days in February, 300 days in March and 5 years in 
April. I’m sure you’ll agree that it certainly feels that 
way! 
 
We’ve had to slow down, sit tight and be patient, 
and I’d like to thank everyone who has submitted 
articles, images and bits of news for our newsletter 
because it has made for a very interesting newsletter 
and truly lovely reading while we aren’t able to meet 
in person as usual.  
 
Your committee will be meeting in the next week or 
so to discuss when and how we will be re-starting 
our physical meetings/activities now that the Covid-
19 restrictions are being eased. There are many 
things to take into consideration apart from the 
obvious gathering and social distancing 
requirements. We need to make sure that not only 
are the spaces and equipment we use safe for us but 
that we leave them safe for the people who use the 
space after us. Amongst other things, this means 
paying extra attention to sanitising our hands and 
ensuring that anything we touch or use e.g. kitchen 
utensils, chairs, toilet facilities etc. is sanitised and 
cleaned/sterilised/wiped down after our use.  
 
I know many of us are keen for things to get back to 
‘normal’ as soon as possible but the most important 
thing to remember is that we need to keep ourselves 
safe and we need to keep our wider community safe 
too. So, if we do proceed a bit cautiously with 
regards to getting back into the swing of things, I 
hope you’ll understand. 
 

APS Foothills Inc. A0013126K June Newsletter 2020 
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We will also look into some outdoor activities and/or 
get-togethers, where social distancing and the need 
for sanitising is easier to manage but in any event we 
will be sure to keep you posted whatever we do, so 
watch this space!  
 
Take care and hope to see you soon! 
 

Janet Hodgkiss. 

 

Gardening Australia, National 
Reconciliation Week 2020 and 
Australian Native Plants. 
 

I thoroughly enjoyed Gardening Australia on TV on 
Friday night (29 May) because there was a lot of 
interesting Australian native plant content as part of 
National Reconciliation Week 2020. 
 
The outline of the show was billed as “Costa 
Georgiadis meets GA presenter Clarence Slockee at a 
native rooftop farm, Jane Edmanson explores a 
patch of highly endangered grassland and we meet 
Yindjibarndi artist, Katie West to explore her plant-
based art practice” but there was plenty more, 
including Millie Ross explaining the difference 
between the Yam Daisy (Microseris sp.) and other 
very similar looking, daisy-like, introduced weeds. 
It’s well worth a watch, so if you missed the show or 
want to watch it again (but forgot to record it), then 
you can watch it online on ABC iview. Look under the 
category ‘Lifestyle’ and you’ll find it. 
 

Janet Hodgkiss 

 

Zoom meetings 
 

My thanks to Nicky for setting up and hosting Zoom 
meetings for both the day meeting and the evening 
meeting people. It was a great idea that she had, 
and it was good to catch up with people and find out 
what you’ve been up to during lockdown.  

The process of joining the meeting was easy. It was a 
matter of simply clicking on the link that was 
emailed to us, at the allotted time, and then waiting 
a second or two while Nicky added us into the 
meeting. I took a couple of screenshots during the 
evening Zoom meeting - some of us look a bit 
serious in the picture but that’s because we’re all 
listening intently! If we find we need to hold off on 
physical meetings for a little while longer, then we’ll 
try arrange some more of these Zoom meetings. It’s 

not the same as a real life meeting but it is good to 
see each other and it does keep us connected. 

 

 
Zoom evening meeting, L-R, top to bottom: Nicky, 
Janet, Shirley, Kerry, Monika, Jean, Peter, Liz. Betty 
also joined us but she was out of frame at the time 
I took the screenshot. 

(Photo: Janet Hodgkiss) 

 

 
During lockdown I potted up all the cuttings I made 
at our propagation day in February that had formed 
roots. Now have 49 babies in thriving in their tubes! 

(Photo: Janet Hodgkiss)   

 

Evening Zoom Meeting Notes 
 

We had quite a robust but short meeting last 
Wednesday with several of our members.  
Shirley has bought herself a hedge trimmer. She 
found the plants at Sandy Point hadn’t grown as 
much as she expected. She has been clearing out 
sheds and garage, and can now happily play golf 
again. 
Kerry has been busy painting inside and out. If 
Colene stood still long enough, he’d be painting her. 
Oh yes, also propagating and weeding. 
Janet transplanted the 49 cuttings from our 
propagating day into tubes. These need protection 
against snails and slugs. 
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Monika mentioned her deer are back. She has been 
busy cleaning up her garden and it looks the best it 
has ever done. She heads out each day with her 
beanie and cuppa to check out her garden.  
Jean has had great fun with her new camera making 
macro photos of plants in her garden and putting 
these on Facebook. She particularly loves seeing the 
ordinary flowers with their fine hairs and difference 
in colour.  
Janet commented how good it is to look back 
through photos and noting the flowering times. 
Leigh commented on the high rainfall we’ve had. 
February and March combined 350 mm up to 470 
mm now. Our average is around 500 mm pa. 
Interesting year, plants loving it. Aware what is 
growing and how wet and sloshy his garden is in 
places. He has a variegated tree that his neighbour 
reckons is growing an inch every day. 
Liz has been working all the time during lockdown 
and staying at home weekends.  More people are 
gardening. She has planted Grevillea ‘Moonlight’ 
which should block the view into her garden from 
street.  
Betty’s garden has turned into a jungle and needs a 
lot of cutting back.  
It was good to hear how people are managing their 
‘lockdown’. 
 
 

More notes from the garden June 
2020 
 

This unusual year of high rainfall in the first five 
months continues to advantage growth in the 
garden although I can imagine some plants 
succumbing to an excess of water. In my experience, 
for instance, correas don’t like wet feet and might 
curl up their toes and die.  

I mentioned a couple of weeds previously. This time 
I have taken pictures to show you the problem 
species. First the dreaded Arum lily, referred to by 
some people as the death lily because at one time it 
was used in connection with funeral wreaths. 
Wouldn’t I like to dance on the grave of this plant! 
This is a South African plant and I saw it in a weedy 
way during my visit to that country a few years back. 
You can see it as a pernicious weed here, particularly 
along creek lines, although it is extremely tough to 
dry conditions because of its root system. Today I 
removed around eight plants of the size pictured. 
Arum lily is a very difficult plant to control or 
eradicate because they start by building their 
storehouse for survival – a corm. When removing 
small plants it is important to remove this seedlike 

part of the root otherwise it will just start putting up 
green shoots again. Of course this is not always easy 
to do. As you can see one of those little 
powerhouses has come adrift in removing the plant. 
In adult plants there are large tubers. If any of these 
tubers break leaving some behind as you try to dig 
them out then off they go again getting deeper and 
deeper in the ground because inevitably the piece 
you didn’t remove will be at the lowest point. 
Roundup doesn’t work on this plant. Starvation by 
removing green leaves is worth a try or stronger 
poisons. I finally eradicated a patch in my garden but 
find they are starting to come through under the 
fence from a neighbour. The seedlings must be 
arriving air-borne. 

The second weed species is a mystery palm. Not 
single leafed as I first thought. If anyone has any idea 
what this plant is I would like to know. I have 
removed two to three dozen already this year. The 
plant I have pictured does not have a seed but I had 
to dig deep to remove it. I did think earlier plants I 
removed had a seed attached. Luckily a seed is not a 
corm. 

 
Arum lily on left; Mystery Palm on right 

(Photo: Chris Larkin) 

On a cheery note – always a good to move towards 
the positive – the start of the period when hakeas 
are in flower has been underway for more than a 
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month but we are entering peak time for this group 
of plants. One of the most unusual ones in my 
garden has to be H. orthorrhyncha which just gets 
better with age. Orthorrhyncha from Greek refers to 
the bird-beak, or long straight beak on the fruit. I 
think it should be called ‘blood on the branches’ or 
more prettily ‘rubies on branches’. It really is 
spectacular. It is a WA variety growing on sand but 
clearly if you can give it the drainage and sun it 
requires it will perform well right here.  

 

 

 
Hakea orthorrhynca 

(Photo: Chris Larkin) 

 

Just along from H. orthorrhyncha is what I believed 
was H. bucculenta when I bought it from Phillip 
Vaughan. Remember, as mentioned in my talk, it is 

more than likely a hybrid with H. francisiana. Both 
these hakeas can be found south of Perth so perhaps 
they even hybridise in the wild. It is certainly difficult 
to tell the difference between my plants although 
they flower at different times. Who doesn’t admire a 
cluster of flowers like you find on this beautiful 
plant. They are the only two grafted plants in my 
garden. They are on well drained slope so maybe it 
isn’t necessary for them to be grafted plants. 

 
Hakea bucculenta or a Hakea francisiana hybrid 

(Photo: Chris Larkin) 

 

I did lose a couple of hakeas planted out last year. H. 
cinerea yet again; it was my second try. The other 
loss was H. circumalata. I am having success with 
others; H elliptica replacing one I removed due to 
age, H. cucullata removed many years ago when the 
entry was changed and a second plant of H. 
archaeoides to see if I can get growth and flowering 
in a different position.  I also have H. verrucosa 
waiting to go in. I have grown this one before but 
not for many years. 

So you see the love affair goes on with many more 
to try if I can get hold of the plants and I have the 
space and the right conditions. It isn’t my only love 
affair though. I am not that one-eyed. I love it all. I 
just love the beauty and adventure that is my 
garden.  

 

Chris Larkin 
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Can’t see the wood for the trees 
 

In mid April we had Knox Council approval to remove 
four trees that had dangerous leans or were dead 
and dropping branches or trees where the roots 
were lifting, mainly Red Stringybark (Eucalyptus 
macrocarpa), the main trees in our area on the west 
side of the Dandenong Ranges. One Bundy Box or 
Long-leaved Box (Eucalyptus goniocalyx) a species 
that is usually a straggly tree was starting to lean 
heavily toward our balcony and that came under the 
10m rule. In the interim, before the arborists came, 
another tree rolled out of the ground and into one 
that was to come out. So now we have five trees to 
take down.  Winches were involved to pull the tree 
away from the balcony, as it had too dangerous an 
angle to climb. Thankfully that was successful; the 
upper foliage just missed the balcony.  

You will remember days of heavy rain at the end of 
April, early May. One fine morning there was a dull, 
resounding thud; we know that sound. Out to 
investigate we find another large Red Stringybark 
had crashed down from the upper National Park side 
and very neatly positioned itself just clear of the 
house corner. The main branch punched into the 
ground neatly between my large birdbath and 
sculpture, missing both by centimetres!!  

That’s another lucky miss. We must have been good 
for awhile! 

A few days later another dead tree had given way 
and blocked our exit track. At least that was dry 
wood for the fire. Always look on the bright side! 

Cutting up seven trees, mulching foliage, splitting 
the wood and then carting it up the hill to stack, was 
no mean task, thankfully our son Paul, lent a hand 
with another chainsaw and his goodwill. It has kept 
us out of mischief for some time and there is still 
more to be done.  

Next time I will be involved to make sure that the 
arborists cut up the wood and bring the chipper!! 

A correction to my last note 

The name of the local King Fern is Todea barbara. I 
incorrectly wrote the name of the northern 
Australian rainforest King Fern. 

 

A little extra: 

I’m looking for homes for some Eucalypts in pots 
that need to go into the ground. 

Last year I planted some seeds that I had collected 
years ago on one of our inland trips and, amazingly, 
they have grown well. Eucalyptus youngiana, the 
Large-fruited Mallee, grows naturally in the Great 

Victoria Desert of SA and WA on deep red sand, and 
has the most magnificent, very large, red-pink or 
yellow flowers, and huge fruit. It grows 2-5m, is 
multi-stemmed with a lingo tuber. Full sun with good 
drainage is needed. 

Seeds from our Bloodwood, Eucalyptus eximea nana, 
which has lovely lime-green buds and only grow 
about 5-6m (I bought it as a 4m tree), has also 
grown. Eucalyptus erythrocorys, Red-capped Gum or 
Illyarrie, is another small mallee euky that is highly 
ornamental, with spreading branches and bright red 
buds and large yellow flowers. Again, it needs good 
drainage and full sun. 

If you have a spot for any of these, please let me 
know.  

 

Monika Herrmann 

 

 

Out and About    

  

Day meeting 
 

This month half a dozen of our day meeting folk 

zoomed! It was good to touch base with each other.  

Ross spoke about his lack of success with banksias 

although he has had one in a pot for over 20 years. 

One of his trees toppled over and the kids had a nice 

horse to ride on. He has been shopping online and 

bought 30 eremophilas from Arid Lands. It took 

them 5 days to get from Port Augusta to Adelaide 

and another 5 days from Adelaide to Melbourne. 

Ross also bought some grafted grevilleas from 

Changing Green, Bundaberg.  

Ross has success with eremophilas by neglecting 

them – no attention, no fertilizer and plenty of 

drainage. He is busy propagating and the daisies 

included with the last Growing Australian sprouted 

within two days. He is trying different techniques to 

propagating of the (8) different calytrix he has.  

Dallas has propagated a couple of Banksia serrata 

which she is looking for homes for. She also 

mentioned that the truncated Australian Plants 

Revealed exhibits may occur again next year. 

Margaret commented on the inordinate amount of 

rain we have had lately, and that her callistemons 

have had an autumn flush. Her Hakea laurina is 

hosting Rainbow Lorikeets almost to pest 

proportions and they are prominent also in the local 
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street trees. The Hakea laurina is a good street tree 

as it doesn’t grow too large. 

Monika spoke about her Hibbertia verstita and 

Spyridium actinifolium. She has several of these 

plants and finds they grow well in shade and lighten 

up the area. Unfortunately, the deer have returned. 

She was nurturing an Acacia spectabilis, having 

raised it in a cage, but it had grown large enough so 

she removed the protection. The deer came in and 

all she has now is a stick! 

Merele spoke about her banksia with red buds. The 

year before only the styles were red. Her Epacris 

impressa (double bud) from the Grampians is in full 

flower. This seasons flowering has started 

significantly earlier including a Callistemon ‘Captain 

Cook’ which has been flowering since December. 

She has a macadamia drooping with nuts. She also 

has a Eucalyptus leptophylla from the Little Desert 

which has beautiful red stems, a white trunk and 

long leaves hanging down, that is now flowering into 

snow white clusters so that the tree looks as if it is 

covered in snowflakes. From this description you can 

see why I visited Merele to take a photo of this tree. 

More about that elsewhere. 

 

 

 

 

Eucalyptus leptophylla (Photos: Nicky Zanen) 

 

We also explored memories of eating field 

mushrooms in earlier days with lashings of pepper 

and butter. 

Robin and Richard have two banksias over twenty 

years old, put down to good luck rather than good 
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management. Their garden is in a state of undress. 

Following Bev Hanson’s talk in March they are 

renovating their garden. Peter Smith, the bobcat 

driver, has helped them with rock placement. We 

expect to see photos in our next newsletter. 

Helen in Hawthorn has Silvereyes visiting and is 

growing a Banksia spinulosa. Her plants need cutting 

back and she has been getting a lot of weeds lately. 

We also discussed the various birds members have 

had visiting them including Indian Mynahs, Noisy 

Miners, Ravens, Grey Shrikethrushes and a Powerful 

Owl, and pesky animals like the deer, rats and mice. 

It was so good to catch up with each other although 

several of our members weren’t able to be included. 

From the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria we have 

had advice that our day meetings won’t be able to 

start just yet. For June I’ve set up another meeting 

with the same codes. This will be emailed to 

members at the end of this week. The date: 9th June 

at 10.30 am.  

 

Nicky Zanen 

 

Vale Barry Sanders 
 

We were saddened to hear of the passing of Barry 

Sanders. Barry and Judy were regular attendees at 

the Day Meeting and Barry was very enthusiastic 

and encouraging to me and ran several of our 

meetings. He was also a treasure in writing up the 

talks. He had been having health difficulties over the 

past couple of years undergoing various operations, 

but died as a result of a massive bleed in the brain. 

Our deepest sympathies are extended to Judy and 

her family. 

 

Barry Sanders at Maranoa Gardens in 2016. 

(Photo: Nicky Zanen) 

Some Gardening Tips from  

Shirley Carn   
 
The following item was published in the May 
newsletter of APS Maroondah, and Sue Guymer has 
given us permission to publish this in our newsletter 
too. Bill, Sue and Deb visited Shirley in 2015 to seek 
information for the History Book of APS Maroondah 
covering our first 50 years. During the visit, Shirley 
gave us these tips from her experience of decades of 
growing Australian plants: 
* If you have heavy clay soils, dig a hole and put 
some clay breaker at the bottom with pea mulch 
over the top.  Then mix the original soil with potting 
mix and put the plant in the hole and fill with 
mixture.  This will give the plants a chance to 
establish the roots before hitting the clay. 
* Give a plant two goes, in different spots. If you are 
still unsuccessful, give up. 
* When you stake plants to protect them from wind, 
use a criss-cross of 2 stakes for support.  Shirley only 
uses ties on eucalypts. 
* Put a rock or piece of wood at the base of small 
plants to give their stems support and protection 
* Cut most plants back one third in summer to 
relieve stress. 
* Never walk around the garden without a pair of 
secateurs in your hand. 
* Brachyscomes – cut back to about one inch in 
summer, put some fertiliser around base, sprinkle 
with sugar cane to loosely cover plant to protect 
from summer sun. 
* Double Wahlenbergia stricta - put them in a flat 
round pot in autumn, keep the pot in a warm spot 
and feed it. By summer the plant should have 
spread, then split and plant out. This method also 
works with Wahlenbergia gloriosa. 
* Epacris - make sure they are not in the afternoon 
sun. They don’t like “splendid isolation”, so plant 
with other plants for company. If in sun, cut E. 
impressa back and shade for summer, removing the 
cover in autumn. Or else you can plant things around 
them for protection, like grasses or low plants such 
as Wahlenbergia communis, W. stricta and 
brachyscomes. 
* Slice a banksia flower into cross-sections and place 
these discs amongst mulch for decoration and 
interest. 
* Just because you can’t swim laps doesn’t mean you 
can’t jump in the water. 
* Be adventurous. 
* Gardens are meant to be shared. 
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Adventures on Facebook 
 

 

As written up in the day meeting notes, I went to see 

the eucalypt Merele described during our Zoom 

meeting and photographed the tree. The photos are 

attached. I put these on Facebook on the Native 

Plant Enthusiasts forum with a brief description and 

titled it Eucalyptus leptophylla. Jason Caruso, one of 

our Melbourne eucalypt experts, queried the name 

and said he thought it was more likely a snow gum, 

Eucalyptus pauciflora. I responded he was more 

likely to be correct than me. He suggested a better 

photograph of the leaves confirming if they have 

veins that run parallel to the margins would help. I 

took a couple more photographs and Jason still 

nominated pauciflora or possibly gregsoniana, but 

definitely not leptophylla. This afternoon Dean 

Nicolle from South Australia, the Eucalypt Guru, 

came back with a nomination – Eucalyptus 

gregsoniana – the dwarf snow gum. The brains trust 

on Facebook is amazing! 

 

Following on from the talk we had on fungi I have 

been very busy photographing fungi all over the 

place. In Boronia I found an enormous red and 

yellow spotted toadstool that looked like a china 

sculpture. It looked spectacular so I put that on the 

Field Naturalists Facebook page and so far I don’t 

think I have had any reaction to the photo. Once I 

looked it up I was mortified to find that it is a Fly 

Agaric – Amanita muscaria, a weedy mycorrhizal 

fungus normally found with Pine trees. This one is on 

the nature strip alongside a prunus. Oh dear. But it is 

lovely and I have taken several photos to see how it 

has grown.  

 

Nicky Zanen  

 

 

 

 

 
Taken on 25th, 27th, 29th of May, shows how they 
grew.  (Photo: Nicky Zanen) 
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Spot the Spinebill (Photo: Kerry Davis) 

 

 

 

Australian Pea Flower Study Group 
 

If you are keen on Pea flowers, then the following 
email we received from Shirley McLaran will be of 
interest to you: 
 
Hi all, 
I have accepted leadership of the Australian Pea 
Flower Study Group. The reactivation of a group to 
study plants with pea flowers has been approved by 
the ANPSA. A paragraph about the group is provided 
below. 
 
A study group has been reactivated to study plants 
with pea flowers and has been renamed Australian 
Pea Flower Study Group. In the past, a study group 
for this purpose has operated under the name 
Fabaceae Study Group, as pea flowers were 
previously recognised as a separate family. If you are 
interested in the identification, classification, 
cultivation, propagation or conservation of 
Australia's pea flowers, consider joining the 
Australian Pea Flower Study Group. The study group 
webpage can be found at: http://anpsa.org.au/pea-
flowerSG/index.html. If you would like to join the 
group, there is a section on the webpage that can be 
completed and submitted on-line. Membership for 
emailed newsletters is free. 
 
Thanks very much. 
 
Shirley McLaran 
 

Victorian Native Bonsai Club 2020 
Virtual Exhibition 
 

The VNBC, like many around the country, had to 
cancel their planned exhibition in April due to the 
current Covid-19 situation. The committee decided 
to still hold their show but made it a virtual one. If 
you’d like to view their 2020 Exhibition go to the link 
below.https://www.vicnativebonsai.com.au/32nd-
aabc-national-bonsai-convention/ 

 

 

 
Dampiera trigona (Photo: Kerry Davis) 

 

 
Hibbertia serrata (Photo: Kerry Davis) 

 

 
Eucalyptus caesia Silver Princess 

(Photo: Kerry Davis) 

 

 

http://anpsa.org.au/pea-flowerSG/index.html
http://anpsa.org.au/pea-flowerSG/index.html
https://www.vicnativebonsai.com.au/32nd-aabc-national-bonsai-convention/
https://www.vicnativebonsai.com.au/32nd-aabc-national-bonsai-convention/
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Xerochrysum 'Diamond Head' (Photo: Kerry Davis) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
APS FOOTHILLS INC. 

PO Box 65 
BORONIA 3155 

 
 

ENQUIRIES 
 

Email: foothills@apsvic.org.au 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE 
 

Leader: Janet Hodgkiss 
Deputy Leader: Elizabeth Triggs 

Secretary: Nicky Zanen 
Treasurer: Chris Larkin 

Newsletter Editor: Kerry Davis 
APS Vic & Day Meeting Liaison: Nicky Zanen 

Other Members: Pam Yarra 
 
 

MEETING DETAILS 
 

DAY Meeting 
 
Venue: Field Naturalists Hall, 1 Gardenia St, 
Blackburn. (Melway 47K10) 
Date: 2nd Tuesday of the month except Nov, 
Dec, Jan. 
Time: 10.30am 
Enquiries: Nicky Zanen 040 197 5191 
 

 
EVENING Meeting 

 
Venue: Knox Park Primary School, Kathryn Rd, 
Knoxfield. (Melway 73 C3) 
Date: 4th Wednesday of the month, except 
Dec, Jan. 
Time: 7.45pm 
 
 

VISITORS WELCOME! 
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Membership Fees are now due. 
 
Membership form and instructions can be located 
in this newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY MEETING 

 
A Zoom Meeting  
On Tuesday 14 July 2020 
 
 
 
 
 

EVENING MEETING 
 

AGM & Quiz  

 
 
 
 
Foothills Facebook Page 

 
www.facebook.com/apsfoothills 

 

Hi Everyone, 
 
Well, the winter solstice has come and gone, and 
although we are settling into our coldest time of the 
year, the days are starting to get longer again which, 
you have to admit, is always a good sign… especially 
for those of us who like being out and doing things in 
our gardens. Winter days are not really fun 
gardening days - they are short, cold, and dark at 
both ends and quite often dripping wet too. What 
they are good for though, is planning and dreaming 
about what you can do come spring.  
 
Winter, for me is a time to work out which plants 
have done their dash in my tiny garden and need to 
be retired to make way for some new lovelies or a 
new look. Some of them have simply got too old, 
tatty, woody or leggy. For some of them no amount 
of pruning, repotting and fertilising is going to 
rejuvenate them satisfactorily and unfortunately in 
such a tiny garden, looks do count, so it’s the 
compost for them. 
 
Now, you’re going to think I’ve been using way too 
much alcohol-based hand sanitiser here, but I always 
thank those that have go to the compost... for 
bringing me joy, for being green (my favourite 
colour), for making oxygen, for making my garden 
colourful, interesting and restful, and for bringing 
birds, bees, butterflies, insects and a myriad other 
wild things into my life, and I tell the compostees 
that their lives are not being wasted because their 
essence will return in the form of nutrients to 
sustain another generation of plants to continue the 
cycle.  
 
One thing that has disrupted our Foothills cycle 
though, is this coronavirus. Hopefully our major 
lockdown will have nipped the worst of it in the bud 
and though we may have little outbreaks of it in 
future (like a cluster of aphids that has escaped 
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being blasted off a plant by a jet of water), they 
should be easier to contain and cope with, now that 
we all know what to do.  
 
With the easing of restrictions, we are looking to 
resume our meetings in July, and at this stage we are 
going ahead with our planned AGM and Quiz for our 
July evening meeting. We will of course be observing 
social distancing and other safety requirements that 
are still in place. However, if we find we aren’t able 
to accommodate whatever restrictions are current 
nearer the time, then we will postpone our AGM to 
another time, although we do have to have one 
before the end of the year.  
 
In the meantime, have a look at the calendar and see 
what we have planned for the rest of the year. I 
think it’s just what we need to get us out of the 
coronavirus doldrums. If you are not comfortable 
with coming to any meetings just yet, then please be 
assured that we are fine with that, and we 
understand completely because your health and 
safety is still the most important thing.  
So, here’s to getting our Foothills 2020 year back on 
track as best we can. I’m sure we’ll all feel much 
better for it! 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all soon. 
 
Janet Hodgkiss. 
 
 

Next Evening Meeting – AGM & 
Quiz  
 
Our next evening meeting, on Wednesday 22nd July, 
is our Annual General Meeting and Quiz night.  
 
** Don’t forget that your membership has to be up 
to date to have voting rights. Your memberships are 
due now, so please pay your membership fees as 
soon as possible. Chris has provided helpful 
instructions on to how to fill in your membership 
forms which you will find attached/or in this 
newsletter.  
 
Coronavirus considerations 
Under the current coronavirus restrictions regarding 
numbers of people allowed to attend indoor public 
gatherings, and going by our usual average AGM 
attendances, we don’t envisage any problems with 
being able to hold this meeting.  
 

If the government regulations change, and we find 
we cannot comply, or we get any contra-notification 
from the school, then we will of course postpone the 
meeting or find another way of holding it. 
 
Under the current social distancing requirements, 
we will have to hold the meeting in the larger library 
area and it’s only fair to remind you that this part of 
the building is not heated after hours, unlike the 
smaller room where we usually meet and can use 
the local aircon system. So, so if you are planning to, 
or want to attend the meeting and quiz, then please 
be sure to wear warm clothes... and perhaps bring a 
little knee rug too! I’m sorry about this, but it is just 
the way this energy conserving building was 
designed. We will also try keep the meeting short as 
possible although the quiz should warm us up and 
keep us on our toes!   
 
New Committee 
Remember too, that at the AGM, the current 
committee is dissolved and a new one elected. All 
the committee positions (Leader, Deputy Leader, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor and ordinary 
committee members), are declared vacant at this 
meeting, so if you would like to join the committee 
you can nominate yourself, or someone else (with 
their permission) for any of the positions. You can 
email nominations to me, Janet, at 
foothills@apsvic.org.au or you can bring your 
nomination/s on the night.  
 
Please consider joining the committee, even as an 
ordinary member. Your ideas/suggestions will help 
keep the group vibrant and being able to share tasks 
when necessary, makes running the group so much 
easier. It’s not an onerous task being on the 
committee, and if you are away on holidays or 
travelling, that can be easily accommodated, so 
don’t let this put you off joining.  
 
We meet four times a year, and our committee 
meetings are kept as short as possible so they never 
become tedious. At the meetings we plan our 
calendar, discuss possible speakers and activities, 
talk about how the group is going, and what we’d 
like to do as a group.  
 
Quiz 
After the business of the AGM, we’ll have our Quiz 
which is always fun. Shirley Smith’s quiz questions 
were brilliant last year and we had a very merry 
time. I’m setting the questions this year (on account 
of having the highest score) so I hope I can keep up 
the standard! 

mailto:foothills@apsvic.org.au
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Looking forward to seeing you at the AGM and will 
keep you informed about any developments that 
may impact our meeting. 
 
Janet Hodgkiss  
 

COVID-19 safety guidelines for our 
meetings 

 
It is our community responsibility to ensure that we, 
and the environment at Knox Park Primary School 
where we hold our evening meetings is safe for all of 
us as we return to our meetings and activities.  
The school is currently being cleaned regularly 
throughout the day and I’ve not had any reports of 
there being any problems at the school. I will check 
with them again before we have our first meeting 
just to be sure and will advise you all accordingly. 
 
Here are few guidelines to keep in mind so that we 
can reduce any opportunities for COVID-19 to spread 
and how we can best support each other and 
manage the situation. 
 
Things you MUST do 
 
1) Physical distancing: Appropriate physical 
distancing must be observed. Follow all physical 
distancing line markings and signs. 
 
2) Health and Hygiene: Practice good hand hygiene 
by regularly washing hands or disinfecting with hand 
sanitiser. Wash hands before and after eating, after 
sharing objects and after any close contact with 
another person for longer than 15 minutes.  
Sneeze and cough into your elbow (and avoid the 
elbow-bumping trend!!) 
Dispose of used tissues or wipes in rubbish bins. 
 
3) Attendance register: Complete the attendance 
register and provide a phone number that we can 
contact you on should it become necessary.  
(Please note that your details will be kept private 
and will only be used should it become necessary for 
us to take appropriate action.)  
 
3) Environment: Keeps rooms well ventilated 
whenever possible. Be vigilant and proactive with 
regard to health and safety issues. 
 
4) Communicate: Let us know if you are particularly 
vulnerable to being impacted by COVID-19 (so that 
we know who is more likely to be at risk if there is a 
problem). Notify us if COVID-19 is impacting your 

wellbeing, either directly or indirectly, so that we 
can take appropriate action. Encourage people 
around you to go home/stay at home if they look 
unwell or are displaying symptoms of COVID-19. 
Don’t be afraid to intervene when you notice 
someone engaging in inappropriate physical 
distancing or hygiene behaviour. Respect the privacy 
of others and only disclose information to people 
who have a need to know. 
 
Things you MUSTN’T do 
 
1) Attend meetings if you are unwell: Please do not 
come to any meetings if you are unwell or displaying 
symptoms of COVID-19, which may include, but is 
not limited to, a temperature about 37.5 degrees, 
fatigue, dry cough, aches and pains, nasal 
congestion, runny nose, sore throat or diarrhoea. 
 
2) Ignore self-isolation: Please don’t come to 
meetings if you have not self-isolated for 14 days 
after being in close contact with a confirmed case of 
COVID-19, or if you have not self-isolated for 14 days 
after traveling abroad. 
 
3) Congregate: Do not remove chairs, tables and 
other furniture that have been strategically placed 
around the room to promote social distancing, and 
don’t exceed room capacities that may be marked at 
entry points. 
 
4) Unnecessary contact: Don’t shake hands, hug or 
be in close physical contact, and don’t touch or 
share objects unless necessary. 
 
Janet Hodgkiss 
 
 

Foothills Publicity –  

doing a great job! 
 
Foothills Newsletter 
I might be biased in thinking our newsletter is great 
but guess what? Kerry has been getting loads of 
compliments from various people about our recent 
newsletters too, including our APS Vic President, 
Chris Clarke. 
 
It’s lovely to know that our Foothills newsletter is 
making an impact like this, so thank you to Kerry for 
doing such a good job of putting it together each 
month for us. 
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We’ve had several other people, apart from Nicky 
and myself, contributing articles and snippets over 
the past few months and this extra content has been 
fantastic. To everyone who has been submitting 
items recently, Chris, Bev, Liz, Monika and Nicky, 
thank you. You have helped to make it an even more 
pleasurable read than usual. 
 
All contributions are welcome - articles, photos, 
snippets etc. I’m working on some guidelines and 
other tips for articles and photos, which may help 
with the technical side of things and to help save 
Kerry some time but the basics, if you’re keen on 
contributing are: Font: Calibri, Font size: 11, Line 
Spacing: 1. You can email your contributions to Kerry 
at the email address in the information panel in our 
newsletter. 
 
 
Facebook 
Thanks also go to Liz Triggs for managing our 
Facebook page and for working hard to raise our 
profile and spread the word about Foothills to the 
wider community. Her posts are being ‘liked’ by an 
increasing number of people which proves that she’s 
doing a great job by posting interesting and engaging 
content.  
 

 
 
For those of you not on Facebook, Liz recently 
posted the image above. I think you’ll agree that it is 
indeed very ‘likeable’ but what I like most about it, is 
that without any further explanation, Liz has 
managed to convey the very essence of Foothills and 
why we enjoy our group so much.  
Well done Liz, and thank you! 
 
Janet Hodgkiss  
 
 

iNaturalist 
 
The following information about iNaturalist was sent 
to us by our APS Victoria President, Chris Clarke. If 
you are interested in plants, taking photos, and 
getting to know the names of things and citizen 
science, then this may be just the thing for you.  
 
iNaturalist is a wonderful citizen science community 
and data base. You may be aware of Natureshare, a 
site for observations of wild things in Victoria that 
was initiated by the late Russell Best, past APS Vic 
research officer. All Natureshare observations are 
now being migrated to iNaturalist. All the people 
who added observations of flora and fauna on 
Natureshare can easily have them transferred to 
iNaturalist by setting up an iNaturalist login, then e-
mailing to have the transfer done.  
 
People who didn’t use Natureshare can easily create 
a new login at iNaturalist and start posting photos of 
wildflowers, birds, butterflies, insects, reptiles, fish, 
gastropods – whatever wild thing takes your fancy. It 
is easy to use and is a great way to learn more about 
our flora and record sightings from our APS trips. 
You can join the “Natureshare” project for your 
Victorian observations.  
 
Experts on iNaturalist will confirm your identification 
or add an ID if you have not. If you are confident of 
the species, you can verify other people’s 
identifications. You can add questions and 
comments and send messages to other users.  
Ideally your photo will have the features needed to 
identify the plant, leaves, flowers, fruit etc. With 
plants, flowers and leaves really help. With fungi, the 
underside gills are important. Chris says he finds it 
helps if your camera has GPS but you can pick the 
spot you saw things on the map yourself, if you are 
sure, or use a phone photo with GPS.  
 
Once verified, your observations are uploaded to the 
Atlas of Living Australia and become an important 
part of our scientific record of all living things in 
Australia. So far, there are over 1 million 
observations in Australia. A very important resource. 
You can search iNaturalist by the map, the species, 
the person posting, or just browse. 
 
This link is the spot to explore iNaturalist:   
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/ 
Here are the Natureshare project observations for 
Victoria: 
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/natureshare-
victoria-australia 

https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/natureshare-victoria-australia
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/natureshare-victoria-australia
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Chris also said “If you join, you might want to give a 
hand confirming the Natureshare ID’s!” 
I have been prowling around iNaturalist myself and 
even if you don’t want to upload images, and just 
want to browse or search iNaturalist, it is very 
interesting. You can make use of various filters to 
help narrow things down for you, e.g. you can search 
areas or regions such as the Dandenongs, and see 
images of all the things people have found there, or 
you can narrow it down even further and look 
specifically for plants, or birds, animals, frogs, fungi, 
etc. This is not a site dedicated to Australian native 
species only, so do be aware of that. This however 
doesn’t detract from the site, as wherever possible 
species names are verified (this is one of the filters 
you can use) and the introduced ones are marked as 
such.   
 

 
Searching iNaturalist by region – this shows the 
Dandenongs. The different dot colour indicates if it is 
a plant, animal, bird etc.  
 
 

 
This shows observations in Bateman St Reserve and 
Campbell’s Croft near Boronia Rd.  
 
 

 
Applying search filters is easy, just select what you 
do or don’t want to see from the drop-down menu. 

 
Introduced species are marked with pink 
exclamation mark icons. A pop-up opens if you click 
the icon. 
 
 
 
Fungi and iNaturalist 
 
For those of you who were at our last evening 
meeting… way back in February… when we had 
Sapphire McMullen-Fisher talk to us about Fungi, 
you may recall that she also recommended using 
iNaturalist, saying that iNaturalist can be accessed 
online using a computer or through the App for 
Android and Apple smartphones and devices. 
You can share images and records of recognisable 
fungi using iNaturalist Fungimap Australia project at: 
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/fungimap-
australia 
 
I still have a few of Sapphire’s Fungimap brochures, 
which is a quick guide to getting you started on 
some of the local Port Phillip and Western Port 
region fungi that you can look out for. I will bring 
them to our next evening meeting if you missed out 
on getting one last time. 
 
Janet 
 
 

 
Pixie’s Parasol, Mycena interrupta in the 
Dandenongs - a tiny blue mushroom only 2cm high 
and 1.5cm across  
(Photo: Janet Hodgkiss) 
 
 
 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/fungimap-australia
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/fungimap-australia
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Eucky’s looking for homes 
 
In our last newsletter, Monika Herrmann offered us 
some Eucalypts, that she has in pots, that need to be 
planted out. She said, “Last year I planted some 
seeds that I had collected years ago on one of our 
inland trips and, amazingly, they have grown well.” 
Monika has: 
 
1) Eucalyptus youngiana - Large-fruited Mallee 
Grows naturally in the Great Victoria Desert of SA 
and WA on deep red sand. It grows 2-5m, is multi-
stemmed with a lignotuber, has magnificent, very 
large, red-pink or yellow flowers, and huge fruit. Full 
sun with good drainage is needed.  
(about 4 plants available) 
 
2) Eucalyptus erythrocorys - Red-capped Gum or 
Illyarrie. This is another small mallee eucalypt (4-
8m), and it responds well to pruning so can be 
trimmed to shape and size if a smaller tree is 
desired. Highly ornamental, with spreading 
branches, bright red buds and large yellow flowers 
that can be up to 7cm across. Needs good drainage 
and full sun. (2-3 plants available) 
3) Eucalyptus eximea ‘Nana’ – Dwarf Bloodwood. 
Only grows about 5-6m (Monika bought this as a 4m 
tree and seeds from it have also grown). Has lovely 
lime-green buds and creamy yellow flowers that 
attract nectar-feeding birds. (2-3 plants available) 
 
If you have a spot and would like any of these, 
please contact Monika. 
 
 

 
Eucalyptus erythrocorys 
(Photo: Janet Hodgkiss) 

 
 
 

 
Eucalyptus erythrocorys bud, flower, gumnuts 
(Photo: Janet Hodgkiss) 
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Plant Review by Liz Triggs 
Grevillea ‘Molly’ 
 
(G. aurea x G. bipinnatifida) 
Size: 1m x 1m (or possibly a little larger!)  
 
Grevillea ‘Molly’ is an excellent garden plant for a 
sunny position, which flowers profusely for most of 
the year.  The extra large racemes of dark red 
flowers are very showy, over light green, deeply 
lobed leaves.  It began as a seedling from Owen 
Brown in Queensland in 1997 and has begun to 
make an impact in Melbourne over the last few 
years.  
 
‘Molly’ will become an important part of the garden 
ecosystem as it is highly bird and insect attracting.  It 
is a great feature plant, best grown in the garden, 
unless you have a very large pot. It can also be used 
as an informal hedging plant. G. ‘Molly’ is just as 
hardy as its larger growing cousins G. ‘Robyn 
Gordon’ and G. ‘Superb’.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
Grevillea ‘Molly’ (Photos: Liz Triggs) 
 
 

 
 

Facebook Photo Competition 
 
In July Foothills will be running another Facebook 
Photo Competition, this time featuring Grevilleas. If 
you haven’t already found our Page, follow the link: 
www.facebook.com/apsfoothills. It’s a great way to 
stay in touch with the group whilst we are at home 
so Enter the Competition and join in the fun.  
 
The requirements are: Like our page, Share the 
competition post and Post a photo of a Named 
Grevillea in your garden. The Prize will be a 4kg tub 
of Bush Tucker for the entrant with the winning 
photo, as judged by the Committee. The 
Competition is open to all and will run from Wed 8th 
July to Sat 25th July. 
 
I’m sure everyone has at least one Grevillea in their 
garden worthy of a photo! 
 
Liz Triggs 
 
 

Last Zoom Day Meeting 9/6/2020 
 
We had half a dozen people connecting with Zoom. 
It is certainly not the same as having a live meeting, 
but it has enabled us to keep in touch with each 
other. 
 
Unfortunately, I was distracted and didn’t write up 
any notes and then at the end forgot to save the 
voice recording.   
 
However, I did recall Peter Gribble came on board 
with a question about native creepers that were too 
robust and starting to spread aggressively to the 
detriment of a variety of other native plants. The 
main culprit was a Pandorea according to Monika 
and others. It is totally out of control and Peter 
wanted to know if removal was the appropriate 
option. YES seemed to be the consensus! This plant 
is not really suitable for a suburban garden. He also 
asked whether the white and purple Hardenbergias 
were just as bad or could he safely keep them? On 
this question the consensus appeared to be that 
they were much more manageable and did not 
warrant immediate removal like the Pandorea. 
However they too liked to grow on top of and 
sometimes smother other native plant. 
 
After our meeting I received two emails as follows: 
 The first was from Richard and Robin Maddever 
who have recently had Peter Smith extending their 
paving and shared this picture  

http://www.facebook.com/apsfoothills
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Richard and Robin Maddever 
(Photo: supplied by the Maddevers) 
 
The second email was from Ross McDonald, as 
follows:  
 
“Due to my challenges with Zoom yesterday, I didn't 
have a chance to mention a few things.  
Firstly, the following link is a talk (about 30 min) 
about WA daisies by John Colwill - a former 
president of the WA Wildflower Society who grows a 
number of daisies and sells the seed at $6 per packet 
including post. I have bought a number and they are 
sprouting well. Well worth listening to and possibly 
circulate to all members. 
 
https://www.allthedirt.com.au/podcast/2020/6/9/e
pisode-117-plantsman-john-colwill-and-our-unique-
australian-native-daisies 
 
I also bought a number of plants from the Arid 
Gardens Botanic Gardens, and last week from 
Melton Friends. Pam planted 22 eremophilas 
yesterday, and we have a couple of dozen more to 
go in soon. 
 
I'll report progress on both these groups over the 
next few months and maybe have some photos to 
share on zoom. 
Cheers,  
Ross.” 
 

Next Day Meeting – Zoom on 14 
July 2020 
 
The Council of the Field Naturalist Club of Victoria 
have elected not to open their meeting facilities for 
the next two months at least, July and August. So we 
may expect if not too much changes with Covid19 to 
meet in September. In the meantime we will hold 
Zoom meetings on the same connections as used 
previously, from 10.30 am on 14 July and 11 August. 
 
 

Outing to Royal Botanic Gardens 
Cranbourne – 28 July, 2020 
 
In lieu of the Zoom meetings continuing for at least 
another 2 months, I also propose that we meet at 
Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne on Tuesday 28 
July at 11.00 am for a walk, bearing in mind social 
distancing, and a chance to catch up with each 
other. Meet at the main information centre / 
restaurant. 
 
 
 

Vale Trix Chambers 
 
Although we haven’t seen Trix for several years since 
she moved to Philip Island, we have been told  that 
Trix passed away on 15 June. Trix came to our day 
meetings for several years and we were sorry to see 
her move so far. Our sympathy is extended to her 
children and grandchildren, and to her sister Marj 
Bowyer who we got to know when both sisters 
regularly supported SGAP and APS Victorian 
weekend gatherings. 
 

 
L -R Tracey Bell and Trix Chambers (Photo: N Zanen) 
 
 

https://www.allthedirt.com.au/podcast/2020/6/9/episode-117-plantsman-john-colwill-and-our-unique-australian-native-daisies
https://www.allthedirt.com.au/podcast/2020/6/9/episode-117-plantsman-john-colwill-and-our-unique-australian-native-daisies
https://www.allthedirt.com.au/podcast/2020/6/9/episode-117-plantsman-john-colwill-and-our-unique-australian-native-daisies
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Out and About 
 
At the beginning of June my daughter went to visit 
Bev Hanson and came home with a whole lot of 
cuttings and rooted materials that needed potting. 
Seeing as she was struggling to get that job done, I 
volunteered to pot them up and try some cuttings. I 
would never normally do this at this time of year, 
but three weeks later, most babies look as if they are 
surviving.  
 
I have had such fun with responses received as a 
result of the article on rocks, quarries and bendable 
brushes in the June edition of Growing Australia.  
I mentioned the quarry that has been turned into 
Wilson Botanic Gardens, and Alex Smart, president 
of APS Wilson Park, sent me an interesting email and 
photo I felt a need to share. 
 
“Just imagine what the climate was like in Berwick 
when Eucalyptus and Nothofagus grew side by side. 
That fossil site is now submerged under the main 
lake. David Cantrill isn’t fussed as he says that won’t 
do them any harm.” 
The photo is of a fossil found on the property.  
 

 
Eucalyptus nothofagus WPB Fossil 
(Photo supplied by Nicky Zanen) 
 
I took my granddaughter for a walk in the Wilson 
Botanic Gardens this week and was amazed at the 
amount of development that has occurred there. It 
is a pleasant walk with plenty of opportunities for 
picnics. The best news for me was that kiosks have 
been opened for those craving a coffee. It is also a 
dog friendly park. 
 
Near the viewing point was a magnificent Banksia 
ericifolia, and nearby an interesting form of Acacia 
baileyana.  
 

 
Banksia ericifolia (Photo: Nicky Zanen) 
 
 

 
Acacia baileyana (Photo: Nicky Zanen) 
 

 
Full view of Acacia baileyana (Photo: Nicky Zanen) 
 
The second response was from a member near 
Bendigo who was looking for a bendable brush. I 
gave her the address of the cleaning shop in 
Mahoneys Road, Forest Hill that sells the brush, and 
then received a delightful letter from this lady. She 
gave a lovely description of what she has flowering 
in her garden and then mentioned she recalls the 
first visit she made to an APS group when Diana 
Snape spoke, and how she was very impressed with 
the warm welcome she received, and walking away 
with a raffle prize! First impressions certainly count. 
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Sherbrooke Lyrebird Survey Group 
In 2005 the total number of male lyrebirds counted 
was 41, in 2017 the figure reached 68 and this 
dropped to 66 in 2019. There is no count this year. It 
has been noted that more people are tramping into 
Sherbrooke and some are going off track to see 
lyrebird nests. The female lays but one egg each 
year, and if she feels the nest is threatened by 
humans that get too close, she will abandon it.   
 
FJC Rogers Seminar 2020 
The latest newsletter has just been released. To 
access this, go to the APS Victorian website. The link 
is  
https://apsvic.org.au/documents/FJC%20Rogers/202
0/13th%20FJC%20Rogers%20Seminar%20Mint%20B
ushes%20Newsletter%202020-06-07.pdf 
 
Nicky Zanen 
 

Last Evening Zoom Meeting, 
24/6/2020 
 
A number of members “Zoomed” with each other 
and once again we caught up with happenings in 
their gardens. 
 
Peter G mentioned that he is still clearing the 
Pandorea, and that he is removing a westringia 
hedge that is about 20 years old and has planted a 
Banksia ericifolia. A couple of years ago, during a 
visit to NSW with Janette, he remembered there 
were westringias over 50 years old. Bev commented 
that a good prune may rejuvenate them, even 
cutting them to a stump; but Peter has found them 
to be rotting around the base.  
 
Jean and Peter spent two days in Northern Victoria 
recently checking out silos and arty work around 
Benalla.  Jean has been taking some fabulous photos 
of flowers in her garden; hopefully we’ll be seeing 
these in our newsletter soon. They are looking for 
plants for sale, and Ross mentioned a couple of 
outlets additional to the ones we mentioned last 
month. 
 
Mike Williams, an APS Yarra Yarra member and 
popular speaker with our day members, runs a small 
home grown native nursery and is located in 
Montmorency. His phone number is 0418 372 262. 
Melton Botanic Gardens were growing plants for the 
APS Geelong and APS Ballarat plant sales, and the 
sales have all been cancelled so they have excess 
stock. The nursery is open on Tuesdays from 10.00 

am. Call John Bentley on 9743 3819 for more 
information.  
 
Ross has been shopping some more. Some of the 
eremophilas he ordered from the Inland Botanic 
Garden died as a result of over watering, but his wife 
Pam has planted 22 into a new garden bed they are 
developing. Grafted grevilleas from Changers Green 
Nursery in Bundaberg are doing well. 
  
Monika’s troubles with deer visiting has eased but 
she was up to fallen tree #7, a cherry ballart. The 
one previous was Corymbia citriodora. They heard a 
massive cracking noise to find it was starting to fall 
over. Luckily Rolf was able to manage this before it 
caused damage. Monika mentioned a Sturts Desert 
Rose that is looking for a home, Gossypium 
sturtianum. This plant is related to cultivated cotton 
and is found over most of Central Australia and 
flowers all year. Incidentally, it was named by Dr Jim 
Willis. 
 
An Acacia podalyriifolia (Queensland Silver Wattle) 
and her epacrises are all looking lovely. Moni still has 
a Eucalyptus erythrocorys looking for a home.  
Kerry mentioned that he doesn’t have many weeds 
at home, thanks to ‘lockdown’, but there is still a lot 
to be done at Knox Park Primary School although the 
garden there is benefiting from a part time worker 
that has recently been employed. The Chorizema 
cordatum and Olearia homolepis are both flowering, 
early. He has planted an Eremophila ‘Inspiration’ 
that is twice the size of the one out of his garden, 
150 mm across the trunk.  
 
Janet has been pruning and cutting back a 
chrysocephalum she uses as a ground cover. Now it 
is sprouting but fellow residents were very disturbed 
by her gardening. It looks spectacular when in full 
flower in front of lavender and iceberg roses.  
 
Bev showed us a Hakea multilineata which is 
flowering the best that it ever has, and a Phebalium 
mumbai.  
 
Our discussion turned to potting mixes. Members 
are finding that they are holding too much water. 
Some members are adding perlite to the mix and 
Bev mixes her potting mix with cactus mix. Janet 
explained that as the compost breaks down it starts 
compacting, and advised to always add perlite.  Ross 
buys perlite from Monbulk, but I bought a small 
packet from Bunnings. 
 
Nicky Zanen 

https://apsvic.org.au/documents/FJC%20Rogers/2020/13th%20FJC%20Rogers%20Seminar%20Mint%20Bushes%20Newsletter%202020-06-07.pdf
https://apsvic.org.au/documents/FJC%20Rogers/2020/13th%20FJC%20Rogers%20Seminar%20Mint%20Bushes%20Newsletter%202020-06-07.pdf
https://apsvic.org.au/documents/FJC%20Rogers/2020/13th%20FJC%20Rogers%20Seminar%20Mint%20Bushes%20Newsletter%202020-06-07.pdf
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Hakea multilineata  (Photo: Nicky Zanen) 
 

FJC Rogers Seminar 2020 June-July 
Newsletter & revised Registration 
form 
 
The following files are sent as attachments to this 
newsletter. 
 

Registration form 

2020-06-27 Covid-19.xlsx

13th FJC Rogers 

Seminar Mint Bushes 2020-06 June-July Newsletter.pdf
 

 
Please note, the Registration form says $25 per 
person. This is NOT per person per day. It is a bonus 
if you are coming for 2 days... same cost as coming 
for 1 day. So, on each form the 'Total no. of 
attendees' should be either 1 or 2... not 4. 
If you are registering 4 people you need to fill in at 
least 2 forms, or one for each person at a different 
address. 
Attached is the 3rd newsletter for the 13th FJC 
Rogers Seminar 2020 - Mint Bushes & Allied Genera. 
I'm sure you are all aware of the reason for the delay 
in sending you more information about our plans for 
the Seminar. Not quite the same format, but it 
should still be a great weekend, Covid-19 restrictions 
permitting.  
I have also attached the revised Registration Form 
which can be filled in online, saved to your device 
without printing, and emailed to us. This will also be 
available on the APS Vic website. 
 
Jill Lulham & Miriam Ford 

 

The garden as the mother of its 
own invention!  
 
A few years back I led a members evening meeting 
on the self seeding that can take place in the garden. 
I can’t remember how many plants I listed from my 
own garden but have a sneaky suspicion it was 
around 35. So hard to say with hybrids of correas 
and croweas in particular making it hard to put a 
final figure on it. The range of self seeding plants 
continues to expand. A new one for this year is 
Hypocalymma augustifolia.  
 
It has certainly been very handy during lock-down to 
be able to source plants from under my feet. I say 
that because so many of these babies are to be 
found in the mulched paths. After finally 
resolving/edging the garden parallel with the parking 
area I was able to transplant two plants into this 
narrow garden bed (pictured). A fairly fine leaved 
crowea which should fill out under the arching 
branches of Baeckea virgata ‘prostrate’ and further 
along a Thomasia foliosa which should spread out 
nicely over the remaining space without blocking the 
view of ponds and beyond. 
 

 
Re-planted plants (Photo: Chris Larkin) 
 
I have so far shifted several other plants – more 
Thomasia foliosa (2), Thomasia petiocalyx (3), other 
Crowea hybrids (2), Pomaderris aurea (1), Philotheca 
sp (2), Halgania cyanea. I have also given away 
around 20 seedlings to a friend.  
 
Sometimes a seedling occurs in the perfect spot in 
the garden. This has happened to me a few times,  
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most notably with Philotheca hybids creating a drift 
of plants in amongst other plants and Leionema 
‘Green Screen’ solving a problem area.  
If you shift a plant at the right time of year, when the 
soil is moist and growth retarded, there seems to be 
no problem doing so. Sometimes you can get away 
with a plant being bare-rooted so long as you are 
careful and plant it into moist friable like a good 
potting mix.  
 
Finally I can’t resist including a picture of a Banksia 
‘Giant Candles’ flower. Nothing to do with self 
propagation but everything to do with what a great 
year it has been for banksia flowers. 
 
Chris Larkin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Banksia ‘Giant Candles’ (Photo: Chris Larkin) 
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Information on Membership Renewal 2020/21 
 

• To be a member of Foothills you must be a member of the parent body – Australian Plants Society 
Victoria Inc (APS Vic). 

• It is possible and preferable to renew your financial membership of both APS Vic and Foothills at the same 
time. Your APS Vic membership will be forwarded to the APS Vic Membership Officer for you.   

• If you have already renewed your APS Vic membership directly or via another branch, there is a box to 
tick on our form. You will then only need to renew your Foothills membership.  

 
The price of membership renewal 

• APS Vic membership fees have not increased this financial year.  

• It is possible to request an exemption from payment of APS Vic fees for 2020/21 if you are suffering 
financial hardship caused by COVID-19. Tick the relevant box on the membership form if applicable. 

• Foothills membership fees remain the same, without exemptions. Our membership fees have not 
increased since 2015. It is cheaper to receive your newsletter electronically and we encourage you to do 
so, to cut down on the work involved in postage and so that you see the newsletter in glorious colour. 

• It is also possible to pay for the quarterly national newsletter called ‘Australian Plants’. This is an optional 
extra.  

 

When to pay and providing your details 
• Please pay promptly and preferably by the end of July, to cut down on the time it takes to chase up on 

people. 

• No matter how you choose to pay your renewal, please complete the MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM and 
include it with your payment if paying directly to the treasurer or by post. If paying by electronic transfer, 
or directly at the bank, post or email the form to celarkin@bigpond.com.au 
 

Ways to pay memberships   
 
1.  By Electronic Transfer.  Please include your surname and initials as reference and/or membership no.  
Account Name: Aust. Plants Society (Foothills) Inc BSB no. 633-000 (Bendigo Bank), Account No. 1163 99387    
Then scan and email your completed membership form, and the date, amount banked and reference, to Chris 
Larkin at celarkin@bigpond.com, or email your confirming details (name, address, phone number, email address) 
and the date, amount banked and reference, to Chris Larkin at celarkin@bigpond.com  
 
2.  Make a deposit at any Bendigo Bank branch using the bank account number above.  No charge will be made 
at a Bendigo Bank branch. Deposits can be made at other banks, but a fee may be charged.  
Then email Chris with your details as above. 
 
3.  Pay at the July meetings with cash or cheque. The Treasurer will attend the daytime meeting on 7th July to 
accept payments, but not at the night meeting AGM on 22nd July if we are having meetings by that time. 
If you want to pay at the night meeting, then please give your money and completed membership form in a 
sealed envelope to Chris Larkin, the treasurer. 
  
4.  By Post. Post your completed membership form and cheque (made payable to APS Foothills Inc.), to 
APS Foothills, PO Box 65, Boronia, 3155. 
 
Any Questions? Call Chris on 9752 7837 or email celarkin@bigpond.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:celarkin@bigpond.com.au
mailto:celarkin@bigpond.com
mailto:celarkin@bigpond.com
mailto:celarkin@bigpond.com
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APS Foothills Membership 2020/21 
 

MEMBERS SHOULD COMPLETE THE RENEWAL FORM EACH YEAR, 

TO HELP US KEEP YOUR CONTACT DETAILS UP-TO-DATE. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

RENEWAL/NEW SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
  

Note: This is a combined membership form for both APS Victoria and the APS Foothills Group.  

If you complete this form, please disregard any APS Membership Form that was sent out to you with your 

APS Victoria "Growing Australian" magazine in June.  

Your details and the appropriate payment will be forwarded to APS Victoria by Foothills. 

 

I wish to renew my membership or join APS Foothills for the first time. 

 

 

Title/s _______________  First name/s ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Surname/s _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

No. and Street/Road _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Suburb/Town _______________________________________________________________  Postcode _____________ 

 

Telephone ____________________________________  Mobile ____________________________________________ 

 

Email address ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 I agree to be bound by the 

Rules and Bylaws of the association. Signature _____________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Membership of APS Victoria 

Please tick the appropriate box below. Membership includes one copy of the ‘Growing Australian’ newsletter each quarter. 
 

Single membership         $35 
 

Family/Household membership        $40 
 

Student Membership         $26 
 

I am a Life Member of APS Victoria       $0 

 

I have renewed my APS Vic membership directly with APS Vic or via another group  $0 

 

OPTIONAL: ‘Australian Plants’ publication of ANPSA delivered with ‘Growing Australian’ $15 
 

SUB TOTAL (APS Vic Inc.) $ 

 

I wish to apply for an exemption from paying APS Vic fees due to COVID-19 financial hardship. 

 

 

Please ADD membership of APS Foothills Group Inc. 
  

Single/Family/Household - electronic newsletter      $20 
 

Single/Family/Household - posted newsletter      $30 
 

COMBINED TOTAL  $   

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

For payment methods, please refer to page 14 or MS Word file attached to this emailed newsletter. 
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APS FOOTHILLS INC. 

PO Box 65 
BORONIA 3155 

 
 

ENQUIRIES 
 

Email: foothills@apsvic.org.au 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE 
 

Leader: Janet Hodgkiss 
Deputy Leader: Elizabeth Triggs 

Secretary: Nicky Zanen 
Treasurer: Chris Larkin 

Newsletter Editor: Kerry Davis 
Day Meeting Liaison: Nicky Zanen 

APSVic Liaison: Janet Hodgkiss 
 
 

MEETING DETAILS 
 

DAY Meeting 
 
Venue: Field Naturalists Hall, 1 Gardenia St, 
Blackburn. (Melway 47K10) 
Date: 2nd Tuesday of the month except Nov, 
Dec, Jan. 
Time: 10.30am 
Enquiries: Nicky Zanen 040 197 5191 
 

 
EVENING Meeting 

 
Venue: Knox Park Primary School, Kathryn Rd, 
Knoxfield. (Melway 73 C3) 
Date: 4th Wednesday of the month, except 
Dec, Jan. 
Time: 7.45pm 
 
 

VISITORS WELCOME! 
 
 


